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Wisconsin State Institution Facts 
 
Wisconsin runs three institutions for people with developmental disabilities: 
Northern Wisconsin Center (NWC) in Chippewa Falls; Central Wisconsin Center 
(CWC) in Madison; and Southern Wisconsin Center (SWC) in Union Grove.  
 
Two of these institutions, CWC and SWC, keep people long-term. The state does 
not allow new admissions to these institutions, but the length of short-term stays is 
not closely tracked.  
 
How Many People Live in Wisconsin Institutions (2018) 
 
Facility   Population   
Central Center   201     
Northern Center  14       
Southern Center   131     
Total     346  
 
Source: Legislative Fiscal Bureau  

 
Institution Costs are Rising 
The daily cost to support someone in a 
state institution ranges from $877 to 
$1,354 and up to $320,105 per year per 
person for a long-term resident. 
 
The average monthly cost for someone in 
Family Care, the state’s largest home and 
community-based program is $3,500. The 
average annual cost to support someone 
in Family Care is $42,000 per year.  
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 “In 2009, the average national cost of 

providing services in an institution was 

$196,710… this is 60% more than the cost 

in 1990.” – National Council on Disability 
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Wisconsin is Behind Other States 
Wisconsin ranks behind 18 states, including neighbors Minnesota and Michigan in 
the percent of people receiving long-term services and supports who live in 
institutions with 16 or more people.  Source: National Residential Information Systems Project 

 

People with all Types of Needs Live in the Community 

Even though the number people living in institutions has gone down over time, the 

people who remain there have higher needs. Some people think this means they 

cannot be supported in the community. This is not true. 

 

Quality of Life is Better in the 

Community 

In 2018 international researchers 
compared quality of life for people 
who had moved to the community 
from institutions. They reviewed 13 
different studies. They studied 
results for people of all levels of 
intellectual disability and need. 
Their review showed that moving 
to the community from an 
institution increased people’s 
quality of life and it improved over 
time.   

The vast majority of people with ID/DD who have 

extensive needs for health and behavioral 

supports live in the community. Every person 

being served in an institution has a “twin” with the 

same functional needs living in the community.”  

 

National Council on Disability 


