
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
November 21, 2017 
 
To:   Representative Sanfelippo, Chair 
  Members, Assembly Committee on Health  
 
From:   Lisa Pugh, Executive Director 
 
Re:  Assembly Bill 627, expands a pilot program to increase Medicaid reimbursement 

rates for dental services 
 
Position:  Support AB 627  
 
 
The Arc Wisconsin is a statewide organization that advocates for people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities (I/DD). We have 15 Wisconsin chapters and are connected to a network 
of more than 650 chapters across the country. The Arc is the oldest and largest disability rights 
advocacy organization in the nation. 
 
Recently our Arc chapter in Richland County reported a dental crisis for people with I/DD living in 
their communities. They indicate there is more than a three year wait for root canal procedures 
for Medicaid recipients. They say, “We just can't get the services for a very painful and 
dangerous condition, so we pull teeth creating more care needs for the future.” 
 
People with disabilities in Wisconsin experience significant difficulties in obtaining regular dental 
care, resulting in many preventable extractions, a high incidence of periodontal disease, and 
other reduced health outcomes. Data provided by the Wisconsin State Health Plan, Healthiest 
Wisconsin 2020, indicates that 29% of adults with disabilities reported having at least one 
permanent tooth removed over the past year, and 26% said they had not visited a dentist within 
the past year. Adults with a disability are also less likely to visit the dentist for a cleaning, check-
up, or exam than people without disabilities (47% and 76%, respectively). They are more likely, 
however, to visit the dentist when something was wrong or causing pain (29% and 12%, 
respectively), as compared to adults without a disability.  
 
The DHS Medicaid Plan for Monitoring Access to Fee-for-Service Health Care gives us a sense for 
dental care access in Medicaid, which a majority of people with I/DD rely upon for their dental 
care. Their data shows that only 37% of licensed dentists are available to serve the Medicaid 
population, lower than rates for other provider types. 53% of these dentists enrolled as providers 
in Medicaid were either inactive (not accepting new patients) or reported limited participation in 
the program. Utilization of dental services in Medicaid varies widely by region, particularly for 
children.  
 

 



 

 

One major cause of the oral health care gaps for people with disabilities is the low 
reimbursement rates for dental procedures in Medicaid, and the resulting small number of 
dentists willing to accept these rates.  

Assembly Bill 627, would expand a pilot program to increase Medicaid reimbursement rates for 
dental services provided to children and emergency dental services for adults. This bill also 
requires the Department of Health Services to write a report about dental reimbursement rates, 
including whether they should be increased for additional groups of people.  
 
 
The Arc Wisconsin and the Survival Coalition support Assembly Bill 627 because we believe the 
new report will highlight the significant barriers people with disabilities in Wisconsin experience 
in accessing dental care. This could lead the state to increase dental rates for dental services 
that people with disabilities need.   
 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2017/proposals/reg/asm/bill/ab627

